THE ENIGMAS

Shakespeare's supremacy shines out in almost
everything that he undertakes in the maturity of
his genius, but it is in scenes like these that the
immensity, the unmeasurability of that pre-eminence
daunts the imagination. The imperious eagle has
soared beyond our wonder ; the giant mass, whose
upheaval we have witnessed, has risen above the
mists that veiled it and touches the sky. So now
in this adjective voices shrill with fear or hushed
in horror echo ; and supernatural voices reach our
ears: * Murder most foul!' * Hamlet, remember !'
* Sleep no more ! Macbeth hath murdered sleep/

Of all of Shakespeare's plays, Macbeth is the most
Shakespearean in this more sombre meaning of the
epithet, and in the word e Macbeth' as we evoke
it, we see the splash of blood ; dreadful shapes
appear and flicker, dimly, as in dim crystal-gazing j
Macbeth steals to Duncan's chamber, the inexplic-
able Third Murderer silently draws near the scene
of murder; Banquo's ghost sits at the feast,
shaking his gory locks in silence, and Lady Macbeth
moves and mutters in her sleep.
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